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Report Highlights: 

The Government of India’s Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) issued a directive 

that permits the use of lecithin as an emulsifier in infant food formulas, up to 0.5 grams for every 100 

grams of formula, until the final regulation on infant nutrition comes into effect. 
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General Information:  
 

DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from FSSAI’s website 

http://www.fssai.gov.in/.  The Office of Agricultural Affairs, USDA, and/or the U.S. Government make 

no claim of accuracy or authenticity. 

 

On July 7, 2018, FSSAI issued a directive that includes lecithin as an approved emulsifier in infant 

formula, up to a level of 0.5 grams for every 100 grams of formula, until the final regulation on infant 

nutrition comes into effect.  FSSAI’s directive recognizes the technological need to include lecithin in 

infant formulas, as represented by various stakeholders. 

  

Background: 

 

On December 27, 2017, FSSAI published the draft Food Safety and Standards (Foods for Infant 

Nutrition) Regulations, 2017, and on January 10, 2018, invited comments from World Trade 

Organization (WTO) member countries (WTO Notification Number: G/SPS/N/IND/201).  NOTE: The 

comment period closed on March 11, 2018, 60-days after the day it was notified on the WTO website.  

In the draft regulations, lecithin was included as a permitted additive for use in infant formulas (See 

GAIN IN8004).  

 

The full text of FSSAI’s directive is pasted below and is available on their website at: 

http://www.fssai.gov.in/. 

 

http://www.fssai.gov.in/
http://www.fssai.gov.in/dam/jcr:41928486-6af0-41c3-8965-0b11549faf9e/Draft_WTO_SPS_Notification_Food_Infant_Nutrition_27_12_2017.pdf
http://www.fssai.gov.in/dam/jcr:41928486-6af0-41c3-8965-0b11549faf9e/Draft_WTO_SPS_Notification_Food_Infant_Nutrition_27_12_2017.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S009-DP.aspx?language=E&CatalogueIdList=244350,244351,244137,243508,241841,241842,241517,241347,240637,47091&CurrentCatalogueIdIndex=7&FullTextHash=1&HasEnglishRecord=True&HasFrenchRecord=True&HasSpanishRecord=True
https://gain.fas.usda.gov/Recent%20GAIN%20Publications/Draft%20Standard%20for%20Infant%20Nutrition%20Foods%20Invite%20WTO%20Member%20Comments_New%20Delhi_India_1-18-2018.pdf
http://www.fssai.gov.in/
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